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she observes, “it’s just that they're dealing with so many more things that they become worn
from it more visibly and sooner.”

Adeline Alvarez married at 18 and gave birth to a son, but was determined to finish college. “I
struggled a lot to get the college degree. ] was living in so much frustration that that was my escape,
to go 1o school, and get ahcad and do better.” Later, her marriage ended and she became a single
mother. “It’s the hardest thing to take care of a teenager, have a job, pay the rent, pay the car
payment, and pay the debt. I lived from paycheck to paycheck.”
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